ABOUT US
Artificial Intelligence is not science-fiction. It is already changing the world now.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) can help us fight diseases, save lives and protect the environment, but AI
can also create more inequalities, injustice and unemployment for many people in the world. AI has
its opportunities, but it also has its risks.
Different people mean different things when they talk about AI. Some see a software tool, others
see a big transformation in the economy. Some see a scientific field, others see a danger for humanity. These different views and the ways we talk about AI are all making it hard to decide what to do to
benefit from AI.

OUR IMPACT
AI will change many aspects of our lives. These changes are not up to chance: everyone and every
community should decide how AI is used. Citizens, politicians, programmers, scientists, businesspeople, artists, … everyone should understand these changes and decide what to do about them. We
at The Future Society believe intelligent collective discussions and actions are the most important
to enjoy together the benefits of AI and avoid its harms. Our mission is therefore to advance its
responsible adoption for the benefit of humanity.
To do this, we build understanding, we build bridges and we build innovative solutions.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NICOLAS MIAILHE
Founder & President

We build understanding, we build bridges and we build innovative solutions.
2019 was a year of accomplishments and growth for The Future Society on many levels: in terms of size, activities
and impact. In terms of impact, we have enabled and fueled progress on the global governance of AI. Across our
public events, we engaged over 3,000 senior decision-makers globally including legislators, industry representatives, academics, civil society advocates and regulators. With our various platforms, we have also engaged over
5,000 citizens. Through our education programs, we trained another batch of 100 promising graduate students
studying willing to get involved in public service around AI governance. This would not have been possible
without our donors, grantmakers, and over 60 institutional partners, such as OECD, the UAE Prime Minister’s
Office, the World Bank, Sciences Po, IE Business School, UNESCO, IEEE, H5, Microsoft and The Future of Life
Institute. Thank you!
The AI revolution is a global phenomenon which calls for more global coordination if we are to capture and
spread widely its upsides and minimize the downsides. That’s a challenge, given the current crisis of multilateralism. But we are seeing progress as governments, international organizations, corporations, and civil society
organizations like us get mobilized to co-develop governance principles, frameworks, and instruments that are
effective, fit to local contexts and seek to build the best ‘cocktails’ between self, soft and hard regulation.
As the governance of AI is becoming a topic of increased interest across our societies, we recognize that global
diversity is crucial. This is reflected not only in our globally distributed team -which has now grown to a full-time
of staff of 10 very talented people- and our global community of advisors and affiliates, but also in the fact that
the thousands of people we have engaged with so far come from over 100 countries across 5 continents.
With this broad engagement across all levels of decision-making, we have played a significant role in the establishment of two complementary global regimes of principles for AI. The first one has emerged from the OECD and
revolves around its AI Principles released in April 2019. It informs ministerial-level decision-making among its 34
member states and beyond, as it has been endorsed by the G20. It has been complemented by an AI Policy Observatory -to be launched early 2020- tasked with supporting and measuring the deployment of the AI Principles
into practice. The second one comes from the IEEE which gathers over 400,000 engineers in 160 countries. The
IEEE Global Initiative on Ethically Aligned design of Autonomous & Intelligent Systems set of principles aims to
guide system designers, scientists, architects, engineers and practitioners worldwide in the ethical and responsible adoption of AI. We have also contributed to and informed the creation of six promising global governance
processes and initiatives: the “Global Partnership on AI” (GPAI), the “AI Commons” (and its basis, the “AI for Good”
UN Global Summit in Geneva), the “Global Data Commons“, the “AI for Sustainable Development Goals Center”
(AI4SDG), the “Council for Extended Intelligence” (CXI), and the Global Governance of AI Forum (World Government Summit, Dubai). We will continue to strive to do even better and to ensure that more underrepresented
voices are brought around this global table.
Thanks again to our supporters, advocates, advisors & affiliates, and partners around the globe for joining us. We
are looking forward to a great future with AI, indeed, The Future Society.
Best regards,
Nico Miailhe, President
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OUR ACHIEVEMENTS
1. POLICY RESEARCH & ADVISORY SERVICES
The Future Society produced actionable policy research and advisory services to advance the

Perceptions of AI Ethics Principles

300 policy and industry leaders to better understand their perception of ethical priorities in

conferences and advise both policy and industry leaders for the ethical adoption of AI across

2019 ANNUAL REPORT

O4

A CERN for AI in Healthcare: A feasibility study

an Center For Nuclear Research (CERN) could
effectively support international cooperation on
developing safe and responsible AI technologies

cooperation for the
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Policy Pathways for Harnessing AI in Developing Countries
The Future Society conducted research on policy and regulatory approaches for harnessing
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AI and Data Diplomacy Dinner Series

the policy discussions on facial recognition technologies such as security and privacy; and

OECD AI Expert Group

labour associations and other international organisations. The expert group scoped principles
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2. Seminars & Summits
Athens AI in the Rule of Law Roundtable

the OECD/G20 AI principles.
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Global Forum on AI for Humanity (GFAIH)

The AI Civic Forum at The Paris Peace Forum
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Ethics at AI for Good Global Summit

on Digital Cooperation.
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Fundamental Rights in the Digital Age - Club de Madrid World Leadership Alliance Policy
Dialogue

2019 ANNUAL REPORT

10

AI for Sustainable Development Goals at Tallinn Digital Summit

innovation in their countries.
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3. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
& LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Sciences Po Paris School of International Affairs (PSIA) | Spring 2019

surrounding

the rise of AI. Topics

tives and disincentives driving nation
states to cooperate in governing AI. It
introduced students to the range of

IE University in Madrid | Spring 2019

course surveyed the range of opportunities and risks that the rise of AI poses to society. The
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4. SPECIAL PROJECTS

AI Civic Forum

AI Commons

storage) into an open and collaborative sandbox that can be used to scale up use of AI for
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Global Data Commons (GDC)

data. The GDC has been envisioned as a precursor for the AI for SDGs Center (AI4SDG) and is a

Global Governance of AI Roundtable
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OUR TEAM
MEMBERS
AND STAFF
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For press enquiries, please contact
press@thefuturesociety.org.

